
 
Being in Place, Growing in Faith, Living from the Center 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church’s 150th Anniversary Celebration 
 

 
150 Years IS a Big Deal! 
 
A 150th birthday is important for anyone or anything, especially in our nation, state, and city.  In 2014 the nation 
will be 238 years old, the state 196, and the city 150 (in 2013).  At 150 years old, this congregation will have 
been around for 67% of the nation’s existence, 77% of the state’s, and nearly 100% of Evanston’s.  To make this 
a bit more concrete, our parish was founded during the Civil War, on April 20, 1864, 20 years before there was 
even an Episcopal Diocese of Chicago (1884).  As the Episcopal “mother church” of the North Shore,  St. Mark’s 
played important roles in the founding of St. Luke’s, St. Matthew’s, St. Augustine’s, St. Paul-by-the-Lake, St. 
Andrew’s, and Christ Church. 
 
Our first church structure, first occupied on September 15, 1865, was a Carpenter Gothic building at the current 
site of the main Post Office.  That structure was succeeded in 1891 by our current building, which was designed 
by Holabird & Roche, the famous turn-of-the-last-century architectural firm.  This building is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, and it features several significant design features: 

 Increasingly higher arches from the back (entrance) to the front (altar) of church 

 Irreplaceable and priceless examples of stained glass windows in varied styles 

 Beautiful marble reredos behind the altar 

 Bell tower and carillon 

For all of its 150 years, St. Mark’s has played significant roles in the Evanston community and beyond.  It has 
served as a welcoming and supportive community of faith, providing comfort, healing, strength, and inspiration 
to many families.  The church has seen countless baptisms, christenings, marriages, and memorial services in its 
history.  Its many and varied outreach programs—like sending teacher Annie Farthing to teach in a school on the 
Alaskan frontier, providing space  

for the Hospitality Center for the Homeless, and supporting both the Oakton School and St Augustine's Center 
for American Indians—have served many in our Evanston and wider Chicago area communities. 

Each of us has personal connections with those aspects of St. Mark’s that resonate for us.  We trust that, over 
the coming year, every parishioner will reflect on what this means to him or her when deciding how we will 
participate in, and how much we will support, our 150th anniversary celebration. 
 
Many events are scheduled throughout the year to sustain the celebration and to turn the energy of celebration 
into occasions for growth and service.  We hope that you will join with us in as many of these exciting events 
and projects as possible.  



Schedule of Celebration Events 
 
Following Daniel Burnham’s advice to make no little plans, our Steering Committee has planned a year-long 
calendar of events to celebrate the 150 years since St. Mark’s founding.  Specific plans for individual events are 
still taking shape, and this list may grow or contract as the year advances, but the anchoring events are expected 
to remain stable.  Transportation should be provided for several of these events.  
 

 December 1, 2013: Kick-off Brunch.  While December marks the end of the calendar year, the first 
Sunday in Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year, and we can hardly wait to get started 
celebrating.  We’ll combine services that day, and Bishop Epting will be celebrating with us. 

 December 8: Sing-along Messiah.  We’ll have soloists, piano- four-hands accompaniment, and the St. 
Mark’s Choir as the core of this festive event.  Other Episcopal churches along the North Shore have 
been invited, and the general public will be invited to join in as well. 

 One Sunday each in January, February, March, and May, 2014: Heritage Sundays.  Bruce Gaede, our 
archivist and historian, will lead Adult Forum classes reminding us of St. Mark’s history.  He’ll frame 
these sessions around four topics:  St. Mark’s history and its connections to world history, women’s 
history, architectural history, and the World Council of Churches. 

 Musical History.  Music for services will be chosen to feature compositions decade-by-decade 
throughout our history. 

 Updated Printed History.  Bruce Gaede is planning to revise and update the printed history of St. 
Mark’s.  We’ll self-publish that volume and make it available to congregation members for purchase at 
cost. 

 January 25: Family Bowling Outing.  This will be just a good time for all ages at a time and location to be 
announced. 

 February 22: Ladies’ Tea.  The time and location will be selected to enable as many parishioners as 
possible to participate, and we hope to be able to provide transportation for folks who have a hard time 
getting around.  

 March 16: Homecoming Sunday.  People who have been a part of the St. Mark’s parish family and have 
moved away will be invited back to celebrate together in a special service, followed by a reception.  
Those who have participated in various ministries at St. Mark’s will be invited to practice them again.  
This event will be designed to give people ample opportunity to visit with old friends. 

 April 25: Anniversary Gala!  This is St. Mark’s Day on the liturgical calendar—the date that we’ll mark 
our founding with a gala dinner at the Evanston Golf Club.  A live jazz band will entertain us, and 
transportation will be provided for folks who need it.  Black tie is optional. 

 April 27: St. Mark’s Day (observed).  We’ll hold one combined service, with Bishop Lee presiding, which 
will be the liturgical high point of our celebration.  St. Luke’s and St. Matthew’s parishes and choirs 
already have committed to cancelling their own services on that day and joining us in celebration.  Other 
North Shore congregations and choirs are considering doing the same.  The service will be followed by a 
grand reception. 

 May 17: Community Outreach Sunday.  We will be running several community outreach projects 
throughout the year, based on the number 150—perhaps 150 bags of groceries for the food pantry, 150 
backpacks for schools, etc.  May 17th has been set aside as a particularly public moment in this program, 
although the exact activities that day are still under development. 

 July 4: Parade.  We are considering entering a float in Evanston’s Independence Day Parade.  If we 
decide to go ahead with this, we’ll need loads of helpers and participants! 



 September 7: Family picnic.  This Sunday normally marks the kick-off of our new program year, and it 
provides an appropriate opportunity to wrap up our anniversary celebration’s public events.  Lower-key 
activities will continue through the end of the liturgical year. 

 
 
Celebratory Gifts 
 
Our anniversary celebration is a great chance for parishioners to combine in presenting gifts to the church.  
Several ideas have been proposed, and some have been received with such enthusiasm that funding already has 
come in to launch them. 
 

 Two musical gifts have been proposed: 
o Handbells Refurbishment.  St. Mark’s owns a set of 30 handbells made by the Whitechapel 

Foundry in London.  This company is famous for having cast Philadelphia's Liberty Bell, London's 
Big Ben, and the 10-bell peal above the Carillon at the National Cathedral in Washington.  Our 
set apparently was an anniversary gift; the lowest bell is engraved "Quatercentenary 1570-
1970".  St. Mark’s handbell choir used this set energetically for several years, and the bells now 
require repair, particularly to handles that have become limp and to clappers that don’t move as 
they should.  Several donors, including the choir, would like to see the bells made serviceable 
again, along with the reformation of a handbell choir for ringers of all ages.  Playing in a handbell 
choir is an excellent entre to learning musical skills, and we think it would be a good way to help 
revitalize our music program.  The bells already are in Ankeny, IA, for repair, and Rob Horton is 
building us beautiful new boxes for their proper storage and transport.   

o Musical Composition.  We are looking into commissioning a small-scale composition intended 
for our current, small-sized choir.  It probably will be a Nunc Dimitis and Magnificat, intended 
for performance during Lent of 2014.  At the moment a composer has not been selected. 

 Commemorative Stained Glass Window.  A modest commemorative window for the Parlor has been 
proposed, using the current window design and replacing only a few of the glass pieces.  It would use 
the commemorative slogan and record the anniversary dates. 

 Ridge Avenue Sign.  Our current “wayside pulpit” sign on Ridge Avenue has several disadvantages, the 
most important of which is that it cannot be read easily by passing traffic, since it is parallel to Ridge, 
and the letters are far too small.  As a result, the only people who can read it are pedestrians.  The  
Steering Committee has suggested that a snappier, up-to-date sign would be a very useful gift to the 
parish as it grows into its future.  Several designs have been proposed, though no final 
recommendations have been made.  The new sign should stand perpendicular to Ridge, be easy to read 
by passing traffic, and offer the flexibility of easily changing information on parish services and events. 

 Capital Maintenance Expenditures.  No new capital campaigns for campus maintenance are expected 
until 2015, at the earliest.  Should the anniversary campaign produce more funding than ultimately is 
necessary for anniversary events, any surplus will be used toward maintaining our buildings. 



Promotion 

 
We are planning to promote our 150th anniversary in several ways:  
 

 Light Pole Banners.  Four, 2-sided, double banners, designed for us by Mickey Loewenstein, will hang 
from December, 2013, through May, 2014—three on Ridge and one on Grove. 

 Lawn Banner.  We’ll post a large banner on Ridge, using our slogan and logo, from March until May, 
2014.  

 Anniversary Proclamations.  We’re requesting proclamations recognizing St. Mark’s anniversary from 
both the City of Evanston and the State of Illinois. 

 Website Postings.  We are pursuing posting announcements on both the Diocesan and Evanston 
Community Foundation Websites 

 Newspaper and Electronic Media Announcements 

 Parlor Posters 

 Videos and Photos.  We’ll be requesting parish videographers and photographers to record all of our 
celebratory events. 

 
 
Get Ready for a Celebration! 
 
As you can see, the Steering Committee has mapped out a year full to-the-brim with celebrations of 
all types.  We hope that every parishioner will find several opportunities to contribute their time or 
treasure toward the success of this once-in-a-generation occasion.   
 
To that end, the fund raising budget for this anniversary celebration has been set at $40,000, in 
addition to some of the events expected to be self-supporting.  All the members of the Steering 
Committee, many event sub-committee members, and several other parishioners already have 
pledged more than half of that amount.   
 
We now ask for your prayerful consideration of a personal pledge to help make these festivities a 
reality.  Enclosed is a form to record your monetary gift in support St. Mark’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebration.  Please return this form to the Parish Office no later than September 8th, so that plans 
can be finalized and proceed accordingly. 
 
St. Mark’s 150th Anniversary Steering Committee thanks you!  
 
Pat Bent 
Bruce Gaede 
Deane Johnson 
Marion Macbeth, Co-Chair 
Ted Richardson, Co-Chair 
Chris Schultze, Co-Chair 


