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The “New” Church Building 
1890-1891 

• Rev. Arthur W. Little had arrived in 1888 to become Rector of 
St. Mark’s 

• The church building on Davis was too small despite having 
been enlarged several times 

• The style of the church on Davis Street was not to Little’s 
liking, being described as “almost Puritan”. 

• A church building was designed by Holabird and Roche; 
William Holabird attended services and rented a pew, but was 
not officially a member, having been neither confirmed nor 
received. 

  



“And what kind of a church, my brethren, do we want and 
propose to build?  We want, and we propose to build a church 
– a church Catholic and correct.  Not an edifice at which the 
stranger will point and say, ‘What building is this?’  Not an 
edifice which will be mistaken for a club house, a lecture hall, 
an auditorium, or used for purposes sacred and profane, but 
the holy temple of a worshipping congregation, . . . a church 
which will not only be an honor to this avenue and the pride of 
the village, but which from afar will proclaim itself a church –  
 

‘In beauty built and might 
For apostolic service 

And high liturgic rite.’ ”  

From Little’s address at the laying of the 
corner-stone, May 18, 1890: 



St. Mark’s - 1891 

 

 

• Floor plan and style are 
“English Gothic” 

• Nave and two side aisles 
with choir and chancel on 
East end 

• A rood screen of five arches 
separated the choir and the 
nave 

• A chapel was provided in the 
northeast corner 

• A sacristy was provided in 
the southeast corner 
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St. Mark’s - 1891 

 
 

• A square bell tower in the 
northwest corner is decidedly 
Norman in style 

• Instead of an internal stairway, 
access is provided by a round 
addition extending above the 
tower that is decidedly Celtic 
in style 

• Note the rectangular addition 
on the southeast – the one-
story choir room.  Its sloping 
roof can still be seen from the 
present choir room; otherwise 
it has been incorporated into 
later additions 
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St. Mark’s – ca 1900 

The structure to the south will later be known as Cunningham House.  
The rectory was probably the next house south. 



St. Mark’s – ca 1900 

Original Rood Screen with   The West end of Nave 
       Easter decorations          Note gaslights 



St. Mark’s – 1901-1905 

 
 

• A chime of nine bells was 
added in 1901 

• The Parish House, also by 
Holabird and Roche, was 
added in 1903 
– Monadnock Building (South) – 

1893 
– Marquette Building – 1895 
– Cook Co. Courthouse/Chicago 

City Hall - 1910 

• First public restrooms in the building 
• The Comstock Memorial altar was added 

in 1905 
• Building electrified in 1906 
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Truevine Missionary Baptist Church, 6720 S. Stewart, 
Englewood Neighborhood, Chicago 

 
Originally built as St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 1893 

http://webapps.cityofchicago.org/landmarksweb/web/photodetails.htm?phoId=7394


St. Mark’s – ca 1918 



St. Mark’s – 1934 

 

 

• Church School classrooms, Boy 
and Girl Scout rooms, Children’s 
Chapel on lower level 

• Classrooms and offices on main 
floor 

• Addition to east end of Parish 
House 
– Women’s Guild room upstairs 

– Kitchen and parish offices on main 
level 

The Education Wing 
Talmadge & Watson,  
Architects 
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St. Mark’s – 1956-1958 

• Second floor (Cunningham 
Hall and kitchen) – 1958 

• Auditorium on first floor of 
parish house replaced with 
parlor; south corridor 
divided from parlor 

• Stairway added to south end 
of education wing 

• Vesting room added to east 
end of church 

 

Present 
Rectory – 
1956 
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St. Mark’s – 1968 

• Memorial Garden 
added as final 
resting place for 
parishioners’ 
remains, serving the 
function of the 
churchyard in a 
traditional English 
parish church 
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1891 Church 
Building 

1903 Parish 
House 

1934 Education 
Wing 

1956 Rectory 

1958 2nd Floor 
Education Wing 
and Inner Sacristy 

1968 Memorial 
Garden 

St. Mark’s Today 



St. Mark’s Second Century Renovations 
1995-Present 

• Conceived to mark the present church building’s entry into its 
second century, the project represents St. Mark’s costliest building 
project to date 

• Stabilization of the foundation, complete replacement of the 
electrical and heating systems, restoration of the stained glass 
windows, and restoration and stabilization of the exterior 
stonework marked the first phase of the project.   

• The second phase brought about complete redecorating of the 
interior of the worship space. 

• The third phase involved repair and replacement of the kitchenette 
and rest rooms in the Parish house and redecoration of the parlor. 

• Further renovation and repair of the rectory and education wing are 
ongoing. 



Stained Glass Windows 
• The original building had diamond-

patterned light colored leaded glass 
windows throughout 

1. East window (Beach Memorial) added in 
1897 depicting the Last Supper 

2. Sanctuary clerestory windows around the 
same time depict symbols of the 12 
apostles 

3. Lower nave windows depict scenes from 
the lineage of Jesus on the north wall and 
the life of Jesus on the south wall 
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4. The Lady Chapel windows continue the story of Jesus with scenes  
        depicting The Annunciation and The Visitation, Leading to the Nativity  
        reredos behind the altar. 
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Stained Glass Windows 
5.  The three Cunningham Memorial west 
windows depict the Ascension (5C), Jesus and 
the children (5N), and a soldier said to be a 
portrait of Oliver Baty Cunningham (5S).  
Although wearing medieval armor, the figure 
appears to be wearing a WWI helmet.   
6.  The clerestory windows in the nave are 
from the 1950’s, and depict symbols and 
figures of faith from the Old and New 
Testaments.   
7. The tower room windows, depicting David 
and St. Cecilia, were given in 1947 as a 
memorial  to  long-time choirmaster Robert 
Holmes.   
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8. The tympanum window over the west door, entitled “Christ the Hope of 
the World”, was installed to commemorate the meeting of the World 
Council of Churches in Evanston and at St. Mark’s in 1956. 
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Stained Glass Windows 

9.  A simple commemorative window is being added in the parlor, 
utilizing the original clear leaded glass diamond pattern as part of the 
150th Anniversary Gifts to the parish.  This will preserve the natural 
south light while continuing the tradition of stained glass. 
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