
 

The St. Mark’s Lion 
September 27, 2017 – October 10, 2017 

 
VESTRY UPDATE 

At its September meeting, the Vestry unanimously voted to appoint Chad Goeser to complete 
the unexpired term of vestry member, Alison Walsh.  Chad works as a Business Administrator 
at Northwestern University’s Atomic and Nanoscale Characterization Experimental Center 
(NUANCE).  Chad has been a member of St. Mark’s since 2012 when he moved to Evanston 
from the Detroit area.  At St. Mark’s Chad has been a dedicated teacher in our Sunday school 
classroom and a mentor in the Confirm not Conform program.  He has also supported our 
Bike the Ridge outreach for the past several years.  Thank you, Chad for your willingness to 
step into this new role at St. Mark’s. 

STAFFING UPDATE 
Scott Zaucha, St. Mark’s Pastoral Intern, has accepted a new, half-time position at St. Mark’s as 
our Associate for Community Engagement effective October 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.  
Scott is in his final year of the M. Div. program at Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary and is 
a postulant for ordination to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church.  In his new role, Scott will 
continue his worship and formation leadership but will also be working closely with the rector, 
wardens and vestry to assist in the implementation of our congregation-wide conversations around 
the future of St. Mark’s.  He will also work to cultivate, network and deepen relationships with the 
various Ministry Teams at St. Mark’s and, as appropriate, with the larger Evanston community.  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
St. Mark’s is committed to working with God to create a better community and a better 

world. God is at work in our world and we are invited to join God’s mission in our daily lives 
– at school, at home, at work, and through a variety of social justice and outreach initiatives. 
Following are just some of the ways you can join in this work with and through St. Mark’s. 

 
Bike the Ridge:  This Sunday is Bike the Ridge!  If you would like to help out 
the day of the event, please contact Lisa Montgomery, msmontg@aol.com or 
Chris Schultze, chris.schultze@comcast.net or just come that morning and we’ll 
get you started.  We will only have one service on Sunday, October 1st at 9:30 
a.m. followed by a Bike Blessing at 10:45 a.m.   
 
Be sure to give yourself a few extra minutes to get to church if you will be 
driving as Ridge Avenue will be closed between Howard and Church Street 
from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.   
 

Midweek Lunch: Come and Join Us! Each week, volunteers from St. Mark's and St. 
Matthew's work together to prepare and serve meals for our neighbors who struggle with 
hunger and homelessness.  On Tuesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. volunteers turn deli meat, 
cheese, and bread into 60 sandwiches.  On Wednesdays, volunteers gather in 
Cunningham Hall from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. to set up and take down tables and chairs, 
set out food and beverages, serve the meal and talk with our guests.  Contact John 
Lucadamo at lucadamj@gmail.com or 847-436-1701 for more information. 
 
Racism, Poverty & Gun Violence: On September 30 from 9 am-noon at St. James 

Commons (65 E. Huron), the Rev. Julian DeShazier, senior pastor of University Church, Chicago (also known as 
hip-hop artist, J. Kwest), will lead an open discussion on racism, poverty, and gun violence. The event is free and 
open to all, and a light breakfast will be served. The discussion, sponsored by the Diocese of Chicago and its Peace 
and Justice Committee, follows on a conference held in Chicago by Bishops United against Gun Violence titled 
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"Unholy Trinity: The Intersection of Racism, Poverty and Gun Violence." To register: 
http://bit.ly/UnholyTrinityChicago or contact Scott Zaucha, intern@stmarksevanston.org.  
 
CROP Hunger Walk – Ending Hunger One Step At a Time: The annual North Shore CROP Walk will take 
place on Sunday, October 15th. This 1 mile walk begins and ends at First Congregational Church. St. Mark’s will be 
walking and we are looking for more walkers and for individuals to make 
donations to help us reach our goal of raising $1000 for Church World 
Service (CWS). 15% of the monies raised will be distributed among the 
following local organizations: Interfaith Action of Evanston, Soup at Six, 
Family Promise, St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen, and Second Baptist Soup Kitchen. 
The remaining funds go to CWS to aid in their global relief efforts.  To join 
St. Mark’s team as a walker, a donor, or both, you can go to: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/skokieil/StMarksEvanston or look for more 
information in the parlor.  Also, funds collected in the glass jar in the center 
of the sanctuary from now through October 15th will go to Church World 
Service.  If you do not want to walk but are available to volunteer that day as a registration assistant or a crossing 
guard, please contact Jarrod Gaither at 630-947-5535 or northshorecrophungerwalk@gmail.com  

 
WORSHIP & FAITH FORMATION 

Lifelong Christian faith formation is important for lifelong growth in the knowledge, service and 
love of God as followers of Christ. Worship is the primary place in which this formation takes 
place; but we also offer classes and discussion groups to support one another in our journey in 

faith. No matter what season of life you are in, we hope you will take part in a prayerful life of 
continuous learning. 

 
Chapel and Sanctuary Flowers - If you would like to donate money toward 
chapel and sanctuary flowers on a Sunday, a NEW flower chart (October 2017 – 
September 2018) is now available in the Parlor. The minimum suggested donation 
for one week is $25.  Monies collected are used both for the altar flowers and for 
the upkeep of the lawn and gardens at St. Mark’s.  Envelopes for payment are next 
to the chart.  This is a lovely way to remember or give thanks for a loved one.   
 
 

Lay Ministers – Thank you to the following parishioners for sharing their time with the congregation. If you 
would like to serve, contact Pastor Debra. 
 

October 1 

 Altar Guild: Trish Barr, Dorothy Laudati 

 Flower Guild: Ellie Bergman 

 Ushers: Marion Macbeth, Dorothy Laudati, Rich Forst 

 Acolytes: Eva Sondgeroth, Mickey Loewenstein, 
Michelle Mbuki 

 Lectors: Dorothy Szczepaniak, Byron Scott 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Dale Seifert, Andy Howard, Eva 
Sondgeroth 

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last Names beginning with A - F 

 Coffee Hour Hosts: Doug Sondgeroth 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Ted Richardson 
 

 

October 8 

 Altar Guild: Sharon Friend, Evelyn Russell 

 Flower Guild: Emily Chastain 

 Ushers: John Lucadamo, Nancye Kirk, Doug 
Sondgeroth, Elsa Sondgeroth 

 Acolytes: Kate Johnson, Betsy Johnson, Patrick Nee 

 Lectors: Guy Wilson (8 a.m .); Mike Johnson, Tacia 
Johnson (10:30 a.m.) 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Abigail Seifert (8 a.m.); Ted 
Richardson, Beth Johnson, Kate Johnson (10:30 a.m.) 

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last Names beginning with G - L 

 Coffee Hour Hosts: Rima Lockwood, Nancye Kirk 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Rima Lockwood, Nancye 
Kirk

  

Photo Credit: Sebastian Urbanowski 
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Calling All Dogs and Cats, Rats and Snakes, Tadpoles and Frogs, Fish and Fowl: On Saturday , October 7 at 
3 p.m. join in a Blessing of the Animals in the St. Francis Memorial Garden (rain location: inside the church).  For 
animals that may not be Christian, Pastor Debra has a lovely interfaith blessing just for you! If you are a turtle or 
other critter not named in the heading or if your insides consist of more stuffing than anything else, you are 
welcome too.  Come and invite your people! 
 
Coffee Hour Treats: We encourage you to bring treats to share during coffee hour on the Sunday that corresponds 
to your last name. 1st Sunday of the month is A-F, 2nd Sunday is G-L, 3rd Sunday is M-S, 4th Sunday is T-Z, 5th 
Sunday – ALL (a glorious feast day!)  
 
Coffee Hour Hosts: You do not need to bring the treats . . . but, we do have two shifts 
each Sunday morning. The first is from 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. and involves set up and some 
between service tidying up. The second involves refreshing the coffee and snacks for 
after the 10:30 a.m. service and clean-up after coffee hour.  A family can sign up, an 
individual, two friends, a ministry team. . . you get the idea. To pick your Sunday and 
shift, go to http://bit.ly/CoffeeHourHost or email your date and shift preference to 
rector@stmarksevanston.org.  Hosts are needed beginning October 15. Thank you. 
 
 “School to Prison Pipeline” Adult Forum: OPAL (Organization for Positive Action and Leadership) will lead an 
adult education forum on October 8 from 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. A School to Prison Pipeline Exhibit will be installed at 
St. Mark’s in the month of October as well.  OPAL is a local non-profit organization committed to building a more 
equitable Evanston.  We hope you will come and take part. 

 
Becoming the Story We Tell: Bible Study has Moved to Thursday Nights from 7 
– 8:30 p.m. - Join in a discussion of the Biblical story – focused on one of the passages 
that will be read in worship on Sunday - so that we might become living members of the 
story that God intends for our lives. All are invited. No prior Bible study experience 
expected or required. Just bring an open mind and heart. Ages 16 and up. Quiet space is 
available for younger children to work on homework, build puzzles, and/or color. We 
meet in the Spirituality Center (St. Mark’s basement – use the alley entrance on the 
southwest end of the church building). 
 

 

NEW Teen Compass Class launches on Sunday, October 8 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the 
SMAC room (St. Mark’s basement).  All teens are invited to join Lisa Montgomery and Pastor 
Debra for this new program. 

 
Confirm not Conform meets on Sunday, October 8 from 6:15 – 8 p.m. at St. Matthew’s 
Church (2120 Lincoln).  You will have time to work on your group service project during our 
session so students are asked to please bring what you might need for that.  This is a students’-only session. 
 
Sunday School - We are still in need of a couple more teachers and/or substitutes.  If you have one or more 
Sunday morning from 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. that you are willing to share with our young people, please contact Pastor 
Debra, rector@stmarksevanston.org. They have so much to teach us! 

  
Handbell Choir rehearses in the balcony of the sanctuary from 12 – 12:30 p.m.  Ages 5 and up 
are welcome. For more information, talk to David or just come and see! 
 
Choir: The St. Mark's choir rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7:30 - 9 p.m. and on 
Sunday mornings beginning one hour before worship. Come and sing for a month, a season, or 
the whole year! We look forward to welcoming you!   

http://bit.ly/CoffeeHourHost
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Episcopal Church Women’s Annual Fall Retreat will take place at the DeKoven Center in Racine, Wisconsin 
October 28 through 29.  This year’s retreat leader is The Rev. Mollie Ward and the retreat theme is, “Nurturing the 
Spirit.”  All women in the Diocese of Chicago are welcome to attend.  For additional information and to register, 
contact Linda Toberman at linda.toberman@gmail.com.  

 
GOING WHERE THE YOUTH ARE 

The Church is wherever God’s people are gathered and for our youth that is often not at St. Mark’s – the building - because they are 
involved in so many extra-curricular activities.  So, let’s Be Church Where the Youth Are!  If you have events to add on behalf of your 
young person, please email Pastor Debra, rector@stmarksevanston.org 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

We are grateful for the gifts you bring to St. Mark’s and marvel at how God cherishes and multiplies each and every gift for God’s good 
purpose. 

 
Counting What Counts:  In September, St. Mark’s raised $1288 for Episcopal Relief and Development for their 
Disaster Relief Fund.  Just one way we are making a difference in the world. 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
The Men's Group of St. Mark’s meets at 7:30 AM at Walker Bros. on Green Bay Road in Wilmette on the fifth 
Saturday of any month that has 5 Saturdays.  That will be Saturday, September 30.  All men of St. Mark's are 
welcome to join us.  Questions:  Bruce Gaede, brucegaede@aol.com, 847-274-0541. 
 

Evanston English Country Dancing:  We dance 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.(ish) in Cunningham Hall on 
Wednesday evenings – October 4 and 18, November 1, 
15, and 29, and December 13.  All dances are walked 
through and prompted. Come with or without a 
partner. Wear comfortable shoes. Cost is $5 ($3 for 
students or those under 21).  Occasionally our dance is 
to live music by Putting on Aires or other musicians. 

 
 
Jubi-latte & Tea Deum with the Rector takes place 
every Wednesday from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. at Cupitol, 812 
Grove Street, Evanston.  Pastor Debra is happy to buy 
you a coffee, tea, or milkshake and to chat about whatever 
is on your mind (or nothing at all) when you stop by!  No 
appointment needed. 

 
Evanston Creative Writing Group 
is a creative prompt group designed to get you on the page and start the creative juices 
flowing.  This is not a critique group.  We offer positive comments on what our authors 
create.  We accept all members, from those who are serious about writing to those who use 
the time offered to blow off some creative steam.  We welcome you, and hope you will join us 
soon.  Bring a notebook/pen or a computer on which to write - that's all you need! We meet 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month in the Library at St. Mark’s. 
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INTERFAITH ACTION OF EVANSTON 
Interfaith Action of Evanston is a group of more than 40 faith communities, inspired by our diverse faiths and shared values. Through 
Interfaith Action of Evanston, we come together to serve hungry and homeless people, pursue interfaith dialogue, and engage in advocacy 

that promotes social justice.  
 
Producemobile: On Tuesday, October 10 and on the second Tuesday of each month, Interfaith Action of 
Evanston teams up with the Greater Chicago Food Depository to bring free, fresh produce to our neighbors in 
need.  The distribution takes place from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Robert Crown Center. Volunteers are needed from 
8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. If you are able to help out, you can sign up at www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4fafac2fab9-
evanston3  
 
Delegate:  St. Mark’s is looking for an individual, a couple, friends, or a family to serve as our Interfaith Action of 
Evanston delegate.  The delegate attends three annual gatherings – fall, winter, and spring, is encouraged to attend 
the annual VisionKeepers dinner in February, and, most importantly, keeps St. Mark’s informed about advocacy, 
service and conversation opportunities that are being hosted by Interfaith Action.  If you are interested or want to 
learn more, please contact St. Mark’s parishioner Anne Heinz, aheinz67@gmail.com or Pastor Debra, 
rector@stmarksevanston.org 

 
Overnight Emergency Shelter Volunteers are needed to help with set-up (8 – 9:30 p.m.) and clean-up (6 to 7 
a.m.) as well as folks who are able to stay overnight at the shelter (9:30 p.m. – 7 a.m.). There is always a staff 
member at the shelter so volunteers are never alone. The shelter opens whenever the temperature drops to 15 
degrees or lower.  For more information about these and other volunteer opportunities, please contact Susan 
Murphy, Executive Director, Interfaith Action at ia@interfaithactionofevanston.org. 
 

OTHER 
Office Hours:  Scott: Tuesday, 9 – Noon and by appointment; Pastor Debra: Thursdays from 2 – 5 p.m. and by 
appointment on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; David by appointment. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
If you would like yourself or your loved one added to (or removed from) the prayer list at any time, please email your/their name(s) to 

Pastor Debra. 
 

We bid your prayers for: Veronica Braithwaite, John Burnham, Tony Campise, Karen Cornelius, Caroline Frowe, 
Donald McCrea, Jake Morris, Mary Nowack, Jan and Jeri Offutt, Betty Augustinos, David Cresap, Donnie Cresap, 
Carol and Laura Easton, Suzanne Ehrenberg, Olivia Heiting, Jay Johnson, OJ Mabwa, Ahmed Mahmoud, Carl and 
Lindy Messier, Susan Murrell Castaneda, Reg Ryan  
 

We pray for those who have died in the hurricanes, flood waters, monsoons, and earthquakes 
 

We pray for the people in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and the Diocese of Renk 
 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays through Oct. 10: David Baker (9/27), Rachel Easton (9/28), Nadia Oussenko 
(9/28), Catherine Rocca (9/28), Jim Carver (9/29), Pat Bent (9/30), Thomas Kirby (10/2), Lily Consiglio (10/3), 
Margaret Sagan (10/4), Margaret Forst (10/4), Sydney Johnson (10/5), Destini Miller (10/5), Gordon Francis 
(10/7), Robert Brown (10/9), Leela Gaede (10/10), Ayden Lettner (10/10) 
 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries through Oct. 10: Debra Bullock & Andrea Nowack (10/3), Judy & Charlie Kopp 
(10/7) 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please do let us know so we can correct the error. Send your name and date of birth to 

rector@stmarksevanston.org  

 
For a full calendar of events, visit St. Mark’s website at  
http://www.stmarksevanston.org/calendar-of-events/ 
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