
 

The Final Conversation Café this Thursday 
We have already heard from 34 St. Mark’s 
parishioners who took part in Sunday morning’s 
Conversation Café and there are currently 16 
more people signed up to participate on 
Thursday, November 9 from 7 – 9 p.m.  If you 
have not registered and are able to attend on 
Thursday, we very much want you to be there! Simply send an email to rector@stmarksevanston.org 
or to community@stmarksevanston.org and we will make sure you are “on the list.”  A 
Conversation Café is a vestry-hosted conversation where we gather to make sense of the world of 
St. Mark’s.  There is no homework – just a simple process that will help us shift from small talk to 
BIG talk - conversations that matter as we think and learn together, surface insights, and dare to 
dream about the future of St. Mark’s.   

 

WORSHIP & FAITH FORMATION 
Worship is the primary place in which this formation takes place; but we also offer classes and discussion groups to 

support one another in our journey in faith. Lifelong Christian faith formation is important for lifelong growth in the 
knowledge, service and love of God as followers of Christ. No matter what season of life you are in, we hope you will 

take part in a prayerful life of continuous learning. 
 

The appointed Scripture readings for the next two Sundays 
are:  
 

November 12 
The First Sunday of Advent 
 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

November 19,  
The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Our eyes look to the Lord our 
God, until he show us his mercy.  

– Psalm 123:3 

Adult Forum: Unforgiveness: On Sunday, November 12 join The Rev. Dr. Michael Barry in 
Bethelhem Chapel for a conversation about “Unforgiveness” - a disease which, according to 

physicians, harms us physically, socially and spiritually. Forgiveness is 
complex and, for some, very hard to do. The forum will focus on 4 
common barriers to forgiveness, including the one that sabotages many, if 
not most, of us. Dr. Barry received his Masters of Divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary and his Doctor of Ministry degree from Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California. He has served as pastor for 
churches throughout the Midwest before being called to serve as the 
director of pastoral care at Cancer Treatment Centers of America (CTCA) 
in Philadelphia, and now proudly claims the title of director of pastoral 
care, emeritus, at CTCA.  

 

Confirm not Conform: We meet on Sunday, November 12 from 6:15 – 8 p.m. at St. Mark’s for a 
special evening with The Rev. Dr. Michael Barry of Luther College’s FoRGo Project. The topic 
tonight? “Self-Forgiveness: Picking Ourselves up AFTER.” Most of us are pretty good at letting 
ourselves "off the hook" when we make a little mistake. However, big mistakes are burdens that are 
hard to shake off. We will explore the topic of self-forgiveness and provide a framework that will 
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enable us to move on, in a positive direction. Mentors are welcome (but not required) to join us for 
this session. We will meet in Bethlehem Chapel. 
 

 

Teen Compass Class meets Sunday, November 12 and November 19 from 
9:30-10:15 a.m. in the SMAC room (St. Mark’s basement).  If you missed the 
last class session, please take 5 minutes before Sunday to read p. 93 in 
your Notebook and take the short quiz on p. 94. (If you don’t have a book 
OR if you <gulp> lost your copy, send a text to Pastor Debra at 847-732-9564 
and she’ll send you a copy of those pages).  
 

Adult Forum: Shorefront Legacy Center: On Sunday, Nov. 
19, Morris (Dino) Robinson, Jr., founder of Shorefront 
Legacy Center, will present during the adult formation hour 
(9:30-10:45) in Bethlehem Chapel at St. Mark's.  Do not miss 
this opportunity to learn more about Shorefront – an 
Evanston gem!  Dino is the Production Manager at 
Northwestern University Press and is the founder of 
Shorefront, an organization he pioneered in 1995 that 
documents the African American experience on the North 
Shore.  
 

Lay Ministers – Thank you to the following parishioners for sharing their time with the 
congregation this week. If you would like to serve, please contact Pastor Debra. 
 

November 12 

 Altar Guild: Sharon Friend, Evelyn Russell 

 Flower Guild: Emily Chastain 

 Ushers: John Lucadamo, Nancye Kirk, Doug 
Sondgeroth, Elsa Sondgeroth 

 Acolytes: Bruce Gaede, Kate Johnson, Vince 
Pappas 

 Lector: Guy Wilson (8 a.m.); Nancye Kirk, 
Lola Himrod (10:30 a.m.) 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Rachel Easton, Sarah 
Francis, Kate Johnson 

 Eucharistic Visitor: Andrea Nowack 

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last Names beginning 
with G - L 

 Coffee Hour Hosts: Chastain Family, Nancye 
Kirk 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Anne Heinz, Austin 
Suvari 

November 19 

 Altar Guild:  Pat Bent, Rachel Easton 

 Flower Guild: Ellie Bergman 

 Ushers: Rich Forst, Lisa Montgomery 

 Acolytes: Eva Sondgeroth, Wesley 
Urbanowski, Evelyn Skelton 

 Lector: Ric Ashley (8 a.m.); Aina Gutierrez, 
Maryallen Estes (10:30 a.m.) 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Lisa Montgomery, Betsy 
Johnson, Joanna Greene 

 Eucharistic Visitor: Allison Ashley 

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last Names beginning 
with M - S 

 Coffee Hour Hosts:   , Luke 
Urbanowski 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Anne Heinz, Luke 
Urbanowski 

 

Thanksgiving Eve: On Wednesday, Nov. 22 at 7 p.m., Interfaith Action of Evanston will hold the 
annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service. This year’s hosts are the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation, 303 Dodge Avenue, Evanston and the speaker is Dr. Cristie Traina, Professor of 
Religion at Northwestern University. 
 



Thanksgiving Day Worship will be held on Thursday, Nov. 23 at 9:30 a.m. This year St. Mark’s is 
hosting St. Matthew’s and St. Luke’s.  This is a come-as-you-are service (aprons are welcome and 
encouraged).  Come and give thanks to God for all that is good.   
 

Coffee Hour Hosts: You do not need to bring the treats . . . but, we do 
have two shifts each Sunday morning. The first is from 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. and 
involves set up and some between service tidying up. The second involves 
refreshing the coffee and snacks for after the 10:30 a.m. service and clean-up 
after coffee hour.  A family can sign up, an individual, two friends, a ministry 
team. . . you get the idea. To pick your Sunday and shift, go to 
http://bit.ly/CoffeeHourHost or sign up on the form in the Parlor.  Thank you for your hospitality! 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
St. Mark’s is committed to working with God to create a better community and a better world. God is at work in our 
world and we are invited to join God’s mission in our daily lives – at school, at home, at work, and through a variety 

of social justice and outreach initiatives. Following are just some of the ways you can join in this work through St. 
Mark’s. 

 

ReVive Christmas Basket: Thank you to all of the people who signed-up to sponsor an individual 
or family for the Christmas Basket Program🎄. There are still some individuals and families left that 
need a sponsor. Please check the display and information sheets in the parlor to sponsor an 
individual or family. Share the beauty of the season!  This program is sponsored by ReVive Center 
for Housing and Healing, a ministry partner of the Episcopal Charities and Community Services to 
bring Christmas gifts to families and senior citizens who cannot afford to buy presents. Gifts are due 
on or before Sunday, Nov. 26th.   Questions contact Donna Richardson, 847.677.0701, 
dlynnrich322@gmail, or Scott Zaucha, intern@stmarksevanston.org.  

 

Evanston4All Rally: Sunday, November 12 at 2 p.m., all are invited to 
come out to celebrate our stronger Welcoming Cities Ordinance, our 
Values and Commitments, and our efforts to make Evanston a 
thoroughly sanctuary city. Diverse, inspiring speakers; opportunities to 
take action and learn about Sanctuary; and Live Music! 607 Lake Street 
on Lake Street Church's Chicago Avenue Side Yard - a Beloved 
Community is possible for ALL 

 

Midweek Lunch: Come and Join Us! Each week, volunteers from St. Mark's and St. Matthew's 
work together to prepare and serve meals for our neighbors who struggle with hunger and 
homelessness.  On Tuesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. volunteers turn deli meat, cheese, and bread into 
60 sandwiches.  On Wednesdays, volunteers gather in Cunningham Hall from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
to set up and take down tables and chairs, set out food and beverages, serve the meal and talk with 
our guests.  Contact John Lucadamo at lucadamj@gmail.com or 847-436-1701 for more 
information. 
 

The Producemobile rolls into Evanston on Tuesday, November 
14 and on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Approximately 30-35 
volunteers are needed from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. at the Robert Crown 
Center to help unload produce from the truck, sort and bag food 
items, and serve it to guests.  If you can commit to helping out, 
please sign up at http://bit.ly/Producemobile or let Pastor Debra 
know.  This is a ministry of Interfaith Action of Evanston – of 
which St. Mark’s is a member – and of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository. 



 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Jubi-latte and Tea Deum takes place each Wednesday from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. at Cupitol (812 
Grove Street, Evanston).  Come on by and Pastor Debra will be happy to buy you a cup of coffee or 
tea and to chat with you about whatever is on your mind (or nothing at all). 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
We are grateful for the gifts you bring to St. Mark’s and marvel at how God cherishes and multiplies each and every 

gift for God’s good purposes.  
 

Counting What Counts:  In October, 
St. Mark’s raised $1,945 for the North 
Shore CROP Walk.  In addition, 11 
people from St. Mark’s – ranging in 
age from 5 to - walked in the event.  
Local beneficiaries include Interfaith 
Action of Evanston, Soup at Six, 
Family Promise, St. Paul’s Soup 
Kitchen, and Second Baptist Soup 
Kitchen. 

 

GOING WHERE THE YOUTH ARE 
The Church is wherever God’s people are gathered and for our youth that is often not at St. Mark’s – the building - 
because they are involved in so many extra-curricular activities.  So, let’s Be Church Where the Youth Are!  If you 

have events to add on behalf of your young person, please email Pastor Debra, rector@stmarksevanston.org 
 

Abigail will be performing in Evanston Dance Ensemble’s Young Choreographers’ Project, at 
Studio5 (Dance Center Evanston, Dodge and Dempster). Tickets are $18 for adults; $12 for 
students. Fri., Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 18 at 4 and 7 
p.m.; Sun., Nov. 19 at 4 and 7 p.m. 

 

OTHER 
Susan Bengston’s Master’s Recital: On Saturday, 
November 18 at 12 noon, parishioner and violist, Susan 
Bengston, will be giving her final Master’s recital in the 
Regenstein Master Class Room (MCR) at Northwestern 
University. The recital will feature Bach’s sixth cello suite, a 
viruosic solo piece by Vieuxtemps and a contemporary 
Danish piece.  The recital is free and open to the public. 
 

Office Hours:  Scott: Tuesday, 9 – Noon and by 
appointment on Tuesdays and Thursdays; Pastor Debra: 
Thursdays from 2 – 5 p.m. and by appointment on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday; David by appointment.  The Office will be Closed on Thursday, 
November 23 for Thanksgiving Day. 
 

Alcohol Use: If you or someone you love may have a problem with alcohol and you would like to 
discuss it in confidence, please contact Pastor Debra.  In addition, there is an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting that takes place at St. Mark’s every Wednesday morning at 6:45 a.m.  The only 
requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There is also a meeting of Al-Anon at St. 
Mark’s every Saturday afternoon at 4 p.m.  The only requirement for membership is that there be a 
problem of alcoholism in a relative or friend.  There is no disgrace in facing up to the fact that you 
or someone you love has a problem.   



 

Diocesan Convention will take place Friday, Nov. 17 and 
Saturday, Nov. 18. Pastor Debra and Scott will be there 
along with St. Mark’s delegates – Andy Howard, Beth 
Johnson, and Andrea Nowack.  Please hold us and the 
diocese in your prayers.  To see the resolutions being 
reviewed by convention and to learn about the candidates 
running for diocesan offices go to 
https://www.episcopalchicago.org/our-
diocese/governance/2015-diocesan-convention-2-2/ 

 

PRAYER LIST 
If you would like yourself or your loved one added to (or removed from) the prayer list at any time,  

please email their name(s) to Pastor Debra. 
 

We bid your prayers for: Trich Barr, Veronica Braithwaite, John Burnham, Tony Campise, Karen 
Cornelius, Caroline Frowe, Rebecca Keyes, Judy Kopp, John Lucadamo, Donald McCrea, Jake 
Morris, Mary Nowack, Jan and Jeri Offutt, Betty Augustinos, David Cresap, Donnie Cresap, Carol 
and Laura Easton, Olivia Heiting, Jay Johnson, Herschel Brooks Lowe, OJ Mabwa, Ahmed 
Mahmoud, Carl and Lindy Messier, Susan Murrell Castaneda, Reg Ryan, Susan Schrieber, Linda 
Vogel  
 

We pray for the people in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and the Diocese of Renk 
 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays from Nov. 8 - 21: Elizabeth Furlong (8), Elizabeth Sagan (9), 
Ovaldo Buntin (11), Debbie Nee (13), Compton Page Chase-Lansdale (13), Tori Gallegos (18), Jane 
McCarron (20), Cath Carpenter, (21), Ruth Duck (21) 
 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries from Nov. 8 - 21: Shannon May & David Najem, Sr. (8), Phyllis 
Lyons & Manel Valdes-Cruz (11) 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please do let us know so we can correct the error. Send your name 

and date of birth to rector@stmarksevanston.org  
 
 

For a full calendar of events, visit St. Mark’s website at  
http://www.stmarksevanston.org/calendar-of-events/ 
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