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A NOTE FROM DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
PASTOR DEBRA 

 

On Friday, November 17 and Saturday, November 18, more than 500 people attended the 180th Convention 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago held in Lombard.  This included 179 clergy, 288 lay delegates, and other 
visiting laity from 110 of the 123 congregations that make up our diocese.  As is always the case, the worship 
was uplifting and the fellowship was joyous.  A special thank you to St. Mark’s delegates: Andy Howard, Beth 
Johnson and Andrea Nowack.  Bishop Jeff Lee’s keynote address, “Transforming Leadership” and his 
sermon, “Love One Another” can be read online at https://www.episcopalchicago.org/.  Resolutions that 
were considered by convention can be read in their entirety here: https://www.episcopalchicago.org/our-
diocese/governance/2015-diocesan-convention-2-2/.  Of the resolutions considered by convention,  all 
except for K-180 passed. 
 

One resolution that I want to draw your attention to, however, is F-180, which considered the age 
requirement to serve on a congregation’s vestry. The Diocese of Chicago’s Canons (rules regulating 
governance and operation) have long stated that a parishioner must be at least eighteen years old to serve as a 
voting member of a vestry. The rationale behind this resolution include the desire to ensure that young 
people are heard; but, also to make our canons consistent.  We already have the Episcopal Church Canons 
already state that, “Members sixteen years of age and over are to be considered adult members.”  Many 
congregations – including St. Mark’s – have found a way to ensure that youth are being heard by the vestry by 
giving a young person a “voice but no vote” representation on our vestry.  And, in the past, Tyler Maegawa-
Goeser has served in this capacity and currently Austin Suvari serves as our youth representative.  In the days 
leading up to convention, I shared Resolution F-180 with St. Mark’s vestry and, in response, Austin prepared 
this essay: 

 

My name is Richard Austin Suvari, I am 17 years old and serve as the youth 
representative on the St. Mark's Vestry. In 2015 I was confirmed as a member of 
the church after graduating our Confirm not Conform program (CnC). Leaving this 
program left me with a desire to do more in my community and explore more of my 
spirituality at St. Mark's. A few years after my confirmation Pastor Debra invited 
me to serve on the vestry. I have been serving the St. Mark's vestry for a little over 
three months now. In my time as a vestry member I have seen and participated in 
aspects of the church that I thought I would never be a part of. This unique 
opportunity has granted me access to a larger leadership role at the church and has 
aided me in connecting more with my community.  

 

If this Convention were to vote in affirmation of Resolution F-180 it would greatly expand the range, diversity, and 
completeness of vestry boards in the Chicagoland area. By allowing younger members to serve as voting vestry 
representatives, you would be empowering youth in the Episcopal church community to take part and serve. Personally, in 
my time since I have been serving on the board, I feel I have a larger voice in my church, and have the power to help the 
collective good in a meaningful way. In addition to self-empowerment within the church community, by affirming the 
resolution the church would be widening the church’s perspective on pressing issues within their community. Granted, the 
nuts n’ bolts aspect of the vestry, managing the church property, reviewing the annual budget, discussing ideas on how to 
reduce our electricity bill, may not seem to have any benefit with a perspective of a maturing adult. But, I would argue by 
having their opinion, and their vote, the vestry would be hearing their experiences of growing up in the 21st century and 
would allow for a new younger perspective on how to approach these issues.  

 

To conclude, if the diocese were to affirm the resolution that allows the voting age of a vestry member to be 16 years old, 
the possible benefits would greatly outweigh any possible negative repercussions to having a member that age serving on the 
vestry.  

 

I had the opportunity to read Austin’s essay on the floor of convention. It was met with a thundering ovation 
(which is, technically speaking, against the rules of convention) and Resolution F-180 passed unanimously.  
Currently, St. Mark’s by-laws indicate that all voting members of the vestry must be “of the age of eighteen 
years and upwards” (Article III.1).  If St. Mark’s decides to follow the example of convention, we will need to 
amend our by-laws – a process which takes time and, if warranted, will take place with guidance from the 
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vestry.  But, regardless of whether or not we do decide to amend our by-laws, I wanted to let you see a bit of 
how governance in the Episcopal Church happens and, how a young person, with voice but no vote, can 
have an enormous impact on the shaping of the church. Thank you to Austin Suvari for modeling the 
importance of thoughtfully engaged church membership. 
 

WORSHIP & FAITH FORMATION 
Worship is the primary place in which this formation takes place; but we also offer classes and discussion groups to support one 
another in our journey in faith. Lifelong Christian faith formation is important for lifelong growth in the knowledge, service and 

love of God as followers of Christ. No matter what season of life you are in, we hope you will take part in a prayerful life of 
continuous learning. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve: On Wednesday, Nov. 22 at 7 p.m., Interfaith Action of Evanston will hold the annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service. This year’s hosts are the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation, 303 
Dodge Avenue, Evanston and the speaker is Dr. Cristie Traina, Professor of Religion at Northwestern 
University. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Worship will be held on Thursday, Nov. 23 at 9:30 a.m. This year St. Mark’s is hosting 
St. Matthew’s and St. Luke’s.  This is a come-as-you-are service (aprons are welcome and encouraged).  Come 
and give thanks to God for all that is good.   

 

Lay Ministers – Thank you to the following parishioners for sharing their time with the congregation. If you 
would like to serve, please contact Pastor Debra, rector@stmarksevanston.org. 
 

Sunday, November 26 

 Altar Guild: Sharon Friend, Julia Ferguson 

 Flower Guild: Mike Schoen 

 Ushers: John Fitts 

 Acolytes: Abigail Seifert, Bruce Gaede, Mickey 
Loewenstein 

 Lectors: Nancye Kirk (8am); Ted Richardson and 
Chris Schultze (10:30am) 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Aina Gutierrez, Dale Seifert, 
Abigail Seifert  

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last names beginning with T-Z 

 Coffee Hour Hosts: Nancye Kirk, Alice Pappas 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Julia Ferguson, Austin 
Suvari 
 

Sunday, December 3 

 Altar Guild: Beth Johnson, Dorothy Laudati 

 Flower Guild: Dale Seifert 

 Ushers: Rich Forst, Marion Macbeth 

 Acolytes: Betsy Johnson, Patrick Nee, Eva 
Sondgeroth 

 Lectors: Phyllis Lyons (8am); Anne Heinz and Lola 
Himrod (10:30am) 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Lynette Murphy, Byron Scott, 
Andy Howard  

 Coffee Hours Snacks: Last names beginning with A-
F 

 Coffee Hour Hosts:   , Luke Urbanowski 

 Vestry Persons of the Day: Ted Richardson, Rima 
Lockwood 

 

 

Christmas Pageant Preparations are underway and rehearsals begin next Sunday. If your child would like 
to participate, please be sure they are at St. Mark’s on Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:15 a.m., November 26 
– December 17.  If you have questions or need more information, contact Scott at 
community@stmarksevanston.org.  
 

mailto:rector@stmarksevanston.org
mailto:community@stmarksevanston.org


Teen Compass Class meets Sunday, December 3 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the SMAC room (St. Mark’s 
basement).   
 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Did you know that if you sign up to host coffee hour, you get a free pass on providing 
treats!? That’s right!  We have two shifts each Sunday morning: (1) 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
involves set up and some between service tidying up; (2) refreshing the coffee and 
snacks for after the later service and cleaning-up after coffee hour.  A family can 
sign up, an individual, two friends, a ministry team. . . you get the idea. To pick your 
Sunday and shift, go to http://www.bit.ly/CoffeeHourHost or sign up on the form 
in the Parlor.  Thank you for your hospitality! 

 

Christmas Flowers - One of the beautiful ways in which we mark the difference between the season of 
Advent and the joyous celebration of the Feast of the Incarnation is in the way we adorn our sanctuary. All 
are invited to help us create a festive display by contributing money toward poinsettias Contributions may be 
given in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving or honor of someone special. The requested minimum 
donation is $20 per name. You can make your donation online by going to this link: 
http://www.stmarksevanston.org/christmas-flowers/ or you can pick up a form from the parlor. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
St. Mark’s is committed to working with God to create a better community and a better world. God is at work in our world and 
we are invited to join God’s mission in our daily lives – at school, at home, at work, and through a variety of social justice and 

outreach initiatives. Following are just some of the ways you can join in this work through St. Mark’s. 
 

ReVive Christmas Basket: Thank you to all of the people who signed-up to sponsor an individual or family 

for the Christmas Basket Program🎄. Please remember that gifts are due on or before Sunday, Nov. 
26th.   Questions contact Donna Richardson, 847.677.0701, dlynnrich322@gmail, or Scott Zaucha, 

intern@stmarksevanston.org.  
 

Midweek Lunch: Come and Join Us! Each week, volunteers from St. Mark's and St. Matthew's work 
together to prepare and serve meals for our neighbors who struggle with hunger and homelessness.  On 
Tuesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. volunteers turn deli meat, cheese, and bread into 60 sandwiches.  On 
Wednesdays, volunteers gather in Cunningham Hall from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. to set up and take down tables 
and chairs, set out food and beverages, serve the meal and talk with our guests.  Contact John Lucadamo at 
lucadamj@gmail.com or 847-436-1701 for more information. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
We are grateful for the gifts you bring to St. Mark’s and marvel at how God cherishes and multiplies each and every gift for 

God’s good purposes.  
 

The Home Stretch:  A reminder as we heading into the homestretch of 2017, if you have fallen behind on 
your pledge payments or if you would like to make a “13th month gift,” the vestry and stewardship team 
would be most grateful! We’d love to close out 2017 with a strong financial finish so that we can begin the 
Annual Campaign for 2018 with a clean slate.  Every gift helps us to continue to 
offer vibrant worship, formation, and to be a people who continue to make a 
difference in our community. To make a pledge payment or other donation by 
credit card, you can go to stmarksevanston.org and click the “Donate” button 
on the right hand side of the page. 

 

Counting What Counts:  In November, 47 St. Mark’s parishioners participated in a Conversation Café 
where 6 vestry members/staff members served as hosts.  Together you shared 106 answers to the question: 

What keeps you coming back to St. Mark’s? You shared 98 answers to the 
question: Where do you see God at work at St. Mark’s? You shared 84 answers 
to the question: What are your aspirations for St. Mark’s?  The vestry is in the 
process of grouping the information collected and will be sharing it with the 
congregation in early 2018. 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
Cookies and Carol Sing: On Sunday, December 10 from 3 – 5 p.m., all are 
invited to the Rectory (1501 Ridge Avenue) for an afternoon of Christmas 
carols, cookies, cocoa and coffee. Please bring a plate of cookies to share and a 
friend or two.   
 

St. Andrew’s Pentecost Episcopal Church has extended an invitation to St. 
Mark’s family and friends to join them at their annual Christmas Dinner on 
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Saturday, December 2nd.  Their guest speaker is Richard Eddington, Evanston’s Chief of Police and 
entertainment will be provided Chicago’s very own Sistah Pat. This is St. Andrew’s last Fundraiser of the year. 
Their goal is to raise $10,000.  They are asking for a love offering from each 
individual to help them reach their goal.  If you would like to attend, please call 847-
340-1452 to RSVP.   
 

Jubi-latte and Tea Deum takes place each Wednesday from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. at 
Cupitol (812 Grove Street, Evanston).  Come on by and Pastor Debra will be happy 
to buy you a cup of coffee or tea and to chat with you about whatever is on your 
mind (or nothing at all). 
 

Evanston English Country Dancing:  We dance from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.(ish) in Cunningham Hall on 
Wednesday evenings –November 29 and December 13.  All dances are walked through and prompted. Come 
with or without a partner. Wear comfortable shoes. Cost is $5 ($3 for students or those 
under 21).  Occasionally our dance is to live music by Putting on Aires or other musicians. 
 

OTHER 
Office Hours:  Scott: Tuesday, 9 – Noon and by appointment on Tuesdays and Thursdays; Pastor Debra: 
Thursdays from 2 – 5 p.m. and by appointment on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; David by appointment.  
The Office will be closed on Thursday, November 23 for Thanksgiving Day. 
 

Alcohol Use: If you or someone you love may have a problem with alcohol and you would like to discuss it 
in confidence, please contact Pastor Debra.  In addition, there is an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting that 
takes place at St. Mark’s every Wednesday morning at 6:45 a.m.  The only requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop drinking.  There is also a meeting of Al-Anon at St. Mark’s every Saturday afternoon at 4 p.m.  
The only requirement for membership is that there be a problem of alcoholism in a relative or friend.  There 
is no disgrace in admitting that you or someone you love has a problem.   

 

Chicago Chamber Choir presents “Seek” at St. Mark’s on Saturday, 
December 16 at 7:30 p.m.  Consider the night sky and the stars above us 
with works for choir and organ. Esenvalds's contemplative Stars opens the 
concert with its haunting melody and beautiful text by Sara Teasdale. 
Jonathan Dove's Seek Him That Maketh the Seven Stars concludes the first half 
with colorful organ accompaniment, notes shimmering like the night sky. 
The evening concludes the experience with Gabriel Jackson's Creator of the 
Stars of Night and Algirdas Martinaitis' Alleluia, two powerful and joy-filled 
works. Tickets are available at chicagochamberchoir.org/tickets 
 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you would like yourself or your loved one added to (or removed from) the prayer list at any time,  
please email their name(s) to Pastor Debra. 

 

We bid your prayers for: Trish Barr, Veronica Braithwaite, John Burnham, Tony Campise, Karen Cornelius, 
Caroline Frowe, Rebecca Keyes, Judy Kopp, John Lucadamo, Donald McCrea, Jake Morris, Mary Nowack, 
Jan and Jeri Offutt, Betty Augustinos, David Cresap, Donnie Cresap, Carol and Laura Easton, Olivia Heiting, 
Jay Johnson, Herschel Brooks Lowe, OJ Mabwa, Ahmed Mahmoud, Carl and Lindy Messier, Susan Murrell 
Castaneda, Alice and Leon Robinson, Margo Robinson, Reg Ryan, Susan Schrieber  
 

We pray for those who have died: Rita McKissisc, friend of Hardy and Lynette Murphy 
 

We pray for the people in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and the Diocese of Renk  

We pray for those celebrating birthdays from Nov. 22 – Dec. 5: Scott Zaucha (11/22), Mickey Loewenstein 
(11/25), Nia Himrod (11/27), Dorothy Laudati (11/28), Katie Gallegos (11/28) 
 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries from Nov. 22 – Dec. 5: Bonnie and Donald Lindstrom (11/23) 
 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please do let us know so we can correct the error. Send your name 

and date of birth to rector@stmarksevanston.org  
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St. Mark’s has been a part of Scott’s formation  
since September 2016 . . .  

 

Now let’s be a part of this celebration!   
Your prayers and presence are requested.   

 

There will be a reception immediately afterwards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a full calendar of events, visit St. Mark’s website at  
http://www.stmarksevanston.org/calendar-of-events/ 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

1509 Ridge Avenue 

Evanston, IL 60201 

(847) 864-4806 
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