
  

November 8, 2017 

This eNewsletter replaces "This Week at St. Mark's" and is published on 
the 2nd and 4thWednesday of each month.  
 
Publication Deadlines: 
Sunday Bulletin Announcements: Tuesday 
Wednesday Lion:  5 days prior (Friday) 
 
Submissions should be emailed to office@stmarksevanston.org 

 

 

  

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Last Sunday of Advent, Sunday, December 24 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (one combined service) 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 
4 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols and Children’s Pageant 

9:30 p.m. Christmas Music 
10:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols and Choral Anthem 

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols 

First Sunday in Christmas, December 31 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols 

The Feast of the Epiphany, Saturday, January 6 
4:30 p.m. Evensong with Children’s Story 

The Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, Sunday, January 7 
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Lady Chapel 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sanctuary 
 

The Texts for the Weeks Ahead 

Sunday, December 24 (click here) 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
 

Sunday, December 31 (click here) 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 147  
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
John 1:1-18 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." - John 1:1 

mailto:office@stmarksevanston.org
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html
http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=7jsx5y8ab.0.0.6odak9dab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http://www.stmarksevanston.org


WORSHIP & FAITH FORMATION 
Worship is the primary place in which this formation takes place; but we also offer classes and discussion groups to 

support one another in our journey in faith. Lifelong Christian faith formation is important for lifelong growth in the 
knowledge, service and love of God as followers of Christ. No matter what season of life you are in, we hope you will 

take part in a prayerful life of continuous learning. 
 

Schedule for Sunday A reminder that there will be only one (1) worship service in the morning on 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Greening of the Sanctuary. We hope you will come!  Christmas 
Eve services will take place this Sunday at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. (with special music beginning at 9:30 
p.m.). 
 
Christmas Hospitality:  Please join in offering hospitality to the many first time worshippers and 
our own members who will be attending worship services on Christmas Eve.  Already plated 
cookies, bars, cheese, crackers, etc. would be greatly enjoyed by all!  Coffee, tea, and cocoa will be 
available.  And, if you are willing to come a bit early to help with the preparations that would also be 
welcome.  Please contact Pastor Debra at rector@stmarksevanston.org if you are willing to help 
with hospitality that night!  Thank you all! 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
The Men's Group of St. Mark's meets at 7:30 AM at Walker Bros. on Green Bay Road in 
Wilmette on the fifth Saturday of any month that has 5 Saturdays.  That will be Saturday, December 
30.  All men of St. Mark's are welcome to join us.  Questions:  Bruce Gaede, brucegaede@aol.com, 
847-274-0541. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
We are grateful for the gifts you bring to St. Mark’s and marvel at how God cherishes and multiplies each and every 

gift for God’s good purposes.  
 
Counting What Counts:  In November, 47 St. Mark’s parishioners participated in a Conversation 
Café where 6 vestry members/staff members served as hosts.  Together you shared 106 answers to 
the question: What keeps you coming back to St. Mark’s? You shared 98 answers to the question: 
Where do you see God at work at St. Mark’s? You shared 84 answers to the question: What are your 
aspirations for St. Mark’s?  The vestry is in the process of grouping the information collected and 
will be sharing it with the congregation in early 2018. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
St. Mark’s is committed to working with God to create a better community and a better world. God is at work in our 
world and we are invited to join God’s mission in our daily lives – at school, at home, at work, and through a variety 

of social justice and outreach initiatives. Following are just some of the ways you can join in this work through St. 
Mark’s. 

 
Midweek Lunch: Come and Join Us! Each week, volunteers from St. Mark's and St. Matthew's 
work together to prepare and serve meals for our neighbors who struggle with hunger and 
homelessness.  On Tuesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. volunteers prepare sandwiches.  On Wednesdays, 
volunteers gather in Cunningham Hall from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. to set out food and beverages, 
serve the meal and talk with our guests.  Contact John Lucadamo at lucadamj@gmail.com or 847-
436-1701 for more information. 
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It’s Mitten Tree time!  Please help decorate the Christmas tree in the parlor with 
new gloves, mittens, and other cold weather gear (hats, scarves, socks, etc.)  Gear 
for children will go to ESCCA (Evanston School Children’s Clothing Association) 
and adult gear will go to Interfaith Action of Evanston’s Hospitality Center clients. 
Donations will be collected until the end of December. 
 

OTHER 
A Vestry Nominating Committee has been formed and we are looking for members of St. Mark’s 

who may be interested in joining the vestry. While the vestry is the governing body that handles all 

financial matters pertaining to the church, it is also the team that does ongoing and adaptive work in 

moving St. Mark’s forward in mission and vision, as it relates to following Jesus and helping all 

members of St. Mark’s grow as followers of Christ.  If you would like more information or if you are 

interested, please contact any member of the committee: Nancye Kirk, Doug Sondgeroth, Ted 

Richardson, Joanna Greene, or Debra Bullock. Nominees will be accepted through January 14 in 

order to allow members of the nominating committee to have conversations with all nominees prior 

to announcing the slate of candidates on the Sunday preceding the Annual Meeting. 

 
Office Hours & Vacations: Through the end of 2017, we want you to be able to reach us; 
however, please understand that our schedules may vary a bit from the usual. Therefore, if you 
would like to meet with a staff member, please call or email to set up an appointment.  The office 
will be closed on Monday, December 25 and Tuesday, December 26. Pastor Debra will be on 
vacation December 27 and 28. David Plank will be on vacation December 25 through January 5.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
Alcohol Use: If you or someone you love may have a problem with alcohol and you would like to 
discuss it in confidence, please contact Pastor Debra.  In addition, there is an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting that takes place at St. Mark’s every Wednesday morning at 6:45 a.m.  The only 
requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking.  There is also a meeting of Al-Anon at St. 
Mark’s every Saturday afternoon at 4 p.m.  The only requirement for membership is that there be a 
problem of alcoholism in a relative or friend.  There is no disgrace in admitting that you or someone 
you love has a problem.   

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you would like yourself or your loved one added to (or removed from) the prayer list at any time,  
please email their name(s) to Pastor Debra. 

We bid your prayers for: Trish Barr, Veronica Braithwaite, John Burnham, Tony Campise, Karen 
Cornelius, Caroline Frowe, Rebecca Keyes, Judy Kopp, John Lucadamo, Donald McCrea, Jake 
Morris, Jan and Jeri Offutt, The Suvari Family, Betty Augustinos, David Cresap, Donnie Cresap, 
Carol and Laura Easton, Jay Johnson, Herschel Brooks Lowe, OJ Mabwa, Ahmed Mahmoud, Carl 
and Lindy Messier, Susan Murrell Castaneda, Alice and Leon Robinson, Margo Robinson, Reg Ryan, 
Susan Schrieber  
 
We pray for those who have died: Roe Arlen Maurer, grandmother of Jenni (Will) Suvari and great-
grandmother of Austin, Jack, and Kate Suvari 
 
We pray for the people in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico and the Diocese of Renk 



 
We pray for those celebrating birthdays from Dec 20– Jan 2: Judson Brooks (Dec. 20), Evelyn Russell (22), Lisa 
Montgomery (24), Gail Joy (25), Lola Himrod (26), Josh Lettner (26), Kathleen Lettner (26), Desmond 
Francis (27), Jennifer Bell (28), Chris Schultze (29), Christopher Yanaga (30), Adrianna Dangremond (31), 
Lydia Pappas (31), Milner Seifert (Jan. 1)  
 
And for those celebrating anniversaries:  Christine & Andrew Schultze (1) 

  
 

For a full calendar of events, visit St. Mark’s website at  
http://www.stmarksevanston.org/calendar-of-events/ 
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