
Capital Campaign 
 

April Update 
 

What?!  How can there be an update regarding a Capital Campaign?  We’re in the 
midst of a worldwide pandemic!   
 

It is very obvious that the COVID-19 virus has brought change to all our lives.  It has 
affected our abilities to work, touch, gather, shop, worship, etc.  However, it has not 
and will not stop the role of St. Mark’s in providing hospitality and hope to our 
neighbors.  Even as we shelter in place - perhaps especially while - it is vital that we 
remember others in our day to day activities.  So, yes, the St. Mark’s Capital 
Campaign process continues.  
 

The Hospitality Center is still open each morning!  Adjustments have been made to 
promote physical distancing and to maximize the safety of staff, volunteers and 
guests. Interfaith Action has been diligent in helping the homeless population during 
this difficult time and we can be proud that St. Mark’s continues to contribute.   
 

St Mark’s congregation has been actively engaged in worship via Zoom.  Our Sunday 
attendance is strong every week at 9:30 AM.  Thank you to Andy Howard for also 
offering a Wednesday Morning Prayer service at 8:00 AM.  These opportunities have 
kept people in touch and allowed us to delight in God’s grace.  It has been a blessing 
to see everyone’s face and provide pastoral support to one another, even those from 
outside Illinois and overseas!.  
  
Capital Campaign Project Team Seeking Members 
St. Mark’s Vestry voted in March to form two teams to work on the Capital 
Campaign.  One to address fundraising and one to oversee the actual construction 
work.  We now have two Co-Chairs for these committees:  Nancye Kirk and Seth 
Himrod.  Nancye will be providing leadership and skills on the “money” side of things 
while Seth will be overseeing “brick and mortar” work.   Episcopal Church Foundation 
(ECF) continues to guide the process.  While COVID-19 has rearranged our initial 
timeline, it has not stopped the process entirely.  
 

Nancye and Seth need help!   And YOU are invited to serve! Where do your gifts fit 
best? Which team would you like to be a part of?  They need volunteers for each of 
their teams and now is the time to reach out if you are interested by sending an email 
to campaign@stmarksevanston.org (this email will go directly to Nancye Kirk, Seth 
Himrod and Pastor Debra).  Training will be provided for those willing to work with 
Nancye when the time comes to actually beginning raising money.  Construction 
plans for the actual project have not yet been finalized and Seth’s team will get to 
work on that quite soon.  
 

 

https://mail.tigertech.net/src/read_body.php?account=0&mailbox=INBOX&passed_id=191201&startMessage=1


Next Steps 
While we have contacted Heidbreder to explore the nexts step in the design/build 
process, we can’t go too far or too fast.   No one can access the building to make 
plans, propose designs, get estimates or, for that matter, reach out to the City of 
Evanston to explore code and permitting issues.  Heidbreder has received a two-step 
plan to further define and design the work St. Mark’s wishes to pursue.  Due to an 
early Capital Campaign pledge from a generous parishioner, we are able to undertake 
this next phase once access to the building is permitted.  
 

The Capital Campaign is a big undertaking.  COVID-19 has altered our process.  But 
we are committed to moving ahead.  Again, please let us know if you are willing to be 
a part of this next step by serving on one of the two subcommittees 
(campaign@stmarksevanston.org).  We each have gifts we can share to support 
this process and each other.  You are invited to serve.  And, if you cannot serve, 
please hold the newly forming committee in your prayers. 
 

- Seth Himrod, Nancye Kirk, Capital Campaign Committee Chairs 
Rachel Easton, Senior Warden 

Debra Bullock, Rector 

 

  
 
 

https://mail.tigertech.net/src/compose.php?send_to=campaign@stmarksevanston.org

